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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Domain Name Industry closed 2009 with a base of more 
than 192 million domain name registrations across all of the 
Top Level Domain Names (TLDs), an increase of nearly 15 
million domain name registrations since the close of 2008. 
In the fourth quarter of 2009, the base of domain name 
registrations grew by two percent over the third quarter of 
2009 and eight percent over the fourth quarter of 2008. The 
base of Country Code Top Level Domain Names (ccTLDs) 
rose to 78.6 million domain names, a three percent increase 
quarter over quarter and a 10 percent increase year over year. 
In terms of total registrations, .com continues to have the 
highest base followed by .cn (China), .de (Germany), .net 	
and .uk (United Kingdom).1

Total Domain Name Registrations

Source: Zooknic, January 2010; VeriSign, January 2010

Industry Growth and Composition

New registrations in the fourth quarter of 2009 came in at 
around 3.7 million domain name registrations per month to 
total approximately 11 million new domain name registrations 
across all of the TLDs in the last quarter of 2009. This reflects 
an eight percent increase in new registrations from the third 
quarter 2009.

The composition of the domain name industry in terms of 
base size remained relatively consistent with that of third 
quarter 2009, though there was some movement in the 
rankings as .cn and .de swapped positions. The largest TLDs 
in terms of base size were .com, .cn, .de, .net, .uk, .org, .info, 
.nl (Netherlands), .eu (European Union), and .ru (Russia).

New Registration Growth 

Source: Zooknic, January 2010; VeriSign, January 2010; 

ICANN Monthly Reports

1 	The gTLD and ccTLD data cited in this report are estimates as of the time of this report and 

subject to change as more complete data is received
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ccTLD Breakdown
The last quarter of 2009 ended with 78.6 million ccTLD 
domain name registrations, an increase of nearly 7.5 million 
domain name registrations since the close of 2008. The 
ccTLDs as a whole experienced a three percent increase 
quarter over quarter and an 10 percent increase over the same 
quarter of 2008.2 There are more than 240 ccTLD extensions 
globally, with the top 10 ccTLDs comprising 66 percent of 
the total number of ccTLD registrations.

The largest 25 ccTLDs saw quarterly growth rates that were 
the same or slower than in the third quarter, reflecting normal 
seasonal slowdowns. For example, only four of the top 25 
largest ccTLDs increased the size of their base at the same  
rate that they did in the third quarter; the remainder  
increased the size of their base at a slower rate than they  
did in third quarter.

ccTLD Breakdown

Source: Zooknic, January 2010

There was notable growth quarter over quarter among several 
of the top 25 largest ccTLDs. Registrations for Russian 
Federation (.ru) domain names grew the fastest with an eight 
percent increase quarter over quarter. Brazil (.br), Australia 
(.au), France (.fr), and Poland (.pl) all grew six percent over 
the quarter. When viewed on an annual basis, five ccTLDs 
surpassed the 20 percent mark for year over year growth 
including .ru (37 percent), .br (27 percent), .pl (26 percent), 
.au (23 percent) and .fr (23 percent). The .cn base, which had 
been experiencing remarkable growth as high as 467 percent 
year over year, slowed its growth and ended the fourth quarter 
with a one percent decline in its base. 

The Chinese ccTLD, .cn, regained its position as the 
largest ccTLD in terms of the total base of domain name 
registrations, with .de and .uk as the next largest ccTLDs.  
Year over year, .uk’s growth rate topped the list at 11 percent. 
Rounding out the top three ccTLDs were .de, with a seven 
percent increase year over year, and .cn, with a one percent 
decline in growth year over year. Together, the bases of 
domain name registrations for these three ccTLDs represented 
44 percent of all ccTLD domain name registrations.
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Top ccTLD Registries by Domain  
Name Base, Fourth Quarter 2009
  

1.	 .cn	 (China)	 6.	 .ru	 (Russian Federation)

2.	 .de	 (Germany)	 7.	 .ar	 (Argentina) 

3.	 .uk	 (United Kingdom)	 8.	 .br	 (Brazil) 

4.	 .nl	 (Netherlands)	 9.	 .it	 (Italy) 

5.	 .eu	 (European Union)	 10.	 .pl	 (Poland) 

 

Source: Zooknic, January 2010

2 Some ccTLD registries ran promotional programs during the fourth quarter.
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.Com/.Net Dynamics

VeriSign’s average daily Domain Name System (DNS) 	
query load during the last quarter was 52 billion per day 
with peaks as high as 61 billion per day. The query loads are 
about the same as we saw in the third quarter of 2009 but 
year over year, represent an increase of 48 percent for the 
average daily queries and an increase of 31 percent for the 
peak daily queries. Managing the increasing traffic on the 
Internet reflects VeriSign’s continued investment in the DNS. 
VeriSign’s continued commitment to its infrastructure has 
enabled them to maintain a record of 100 percent operational 
accuracy and stability of .com and .net TLD resolution 
services over the past 12 years, earning VeriSign the reputation 
of being one of the most reliable and trusted networks in 	
the world.

The overall base of .com and .net domain names grew 		
to 96.7 million domain names at the end of 2009. This 
represents a two percent increase over the third quarter  
and a seven percent increase over the same quarter in 2008. 
New .com and .net registrations were added at an average  
of approximately 2.4 million per month in the last quarter  
of 2009 for a total of 7.3 million new registrations in  
the quarter.

The renewal rate for the fourth quarter of 2009 was 71 
percent which represents a slight change from the third 
quarter of 2009 which was approximately 70.5 percent. 
Quarterly renewal rates may deviate a few percentage points 
in either direction each quarter based upon the composition 
of the expiring base and the contribution of specific registrars.

.Com/.Net Registry Renewal Rates 

Source: VeriSign, February 2010

Whether a domain name resolves to a Web site is a key factor 
in the renewal rates since domain names that resolve to Web 
sites are more likely to be renewed. VeriSign estimates that 88 
percent of .com and .net domain names resolve to a Web site, 
meaning that an end-user visiting that domain name would 
find a Web site. These Web sites can be further described as 
those having multiple pages or as one-page Web sites. One-
page Web sites include under-construction, brochure-ware 
and parked pages in addition to online advertising revenue 
generating parked pages.

.Com/.Net Web Sites

Source: VeriSign, January 2010 

.COM TURNS 25

In the past 25 years the Internet has transformed lives around 
the globe. It has radically altered our world-view by providing 
access to people, places, information and things that at one 
time were unattainable or unknowable. It has made us all 
virtual explorers not only on our own journey but also, 
collectively, as part of others’. It has narrowed the definition 
of neighbor to mean not simply someone who lives next 
door but rather a person in London, Moscow or Beijing with 
whom one shares a common experience, shared interest, or 
personal struggle. In doing all these things, the Internet has 
opened our minds to a world of endless possibilities, created 
new found opportunity, and inspired action like nothing else 
before it. 

The effect of three simple letters we use every day, .com, has 
been equally significant. March 2010 will mark the 25th 
anniversary of the first .com registration. While we know that 
the first .com was assigned to symbolics.com on March 15, 
1985, the genesis of .com is less clear. According to Craig 
Partridge, chief scientist at Raytheon BBN Technologies, the 
name for domains evolved as the system was created. At first, 
.cor was proposed as the domain name for corporations, but 
when the final version came out it was switched to .com.
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